75. [a] King Janaka

King Janaka was a master of all Sastras. He adhered to
truth always. He never swerved from the path of righteous-ness.
Devoid of anger and attachment he was content with what he had.
He gave up all sensual pleasures,  He had a brother named
KUSAKETU. Sita was the faster daughter of Janaka. Kusaketu
had three daughters.All the princesses were exceedingly beautiful^
Janaka entrusted his kingdom to his brother, who ruled over it.
Once he thought "I must be ever happy. Never should 1 face any
sorrow.^The idea was itself against nature.So Lord Srihari wanted
to teach Janaka a good lesson. After some time Kusaketu and his
wife died. "Where did you so, my dear brother, leaving me and
your daughters? Till now I have never tasted grief. To day I have
to weep on account of your death'" wept Janaka who plunged in
grief. Some how he completed the obsequies and libation cere-
mony of his deceased relations. Unable to contain the sorrow he
left his kingdom, food, sleep and all comforts. Satananda, his
priest, tried to console him. But Janaka^s grief knew no bounds.
He wept shouting What a great calamity has befallen me! My
brother is no more. The ten headed Ravana and his son Indrajit,
who are my enemies are ever ready waiting for an oppor
tnnity to kill me. I am old and helpless.  I have another
prpblem. where can I get  a suitable husband  to   my
daughter, Sita? My desire is that Seeta and my brother^
daughters should be the daughters-in-law of one and the same
king and live happily. Further, I am afraid of Ravana. Will that
d^mon abduct Seetha ? Many kings intend to marry my daughters,
How can I fight them single handed? Our daughters arc votaries.